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Builder of the official electric boat of the 37th 
America’s Cup, De Antonio Yachts reflects on 

hitting its stride

Barcelona 
BORN

Barcelona’s De Antonio Yachts 
was founded in 2012 by Marc de 
Antonio and Stan Chmielewski 
when the duo set out their stall 
with the intention of building 
‘simple and avant-garde’ designs. 
Today, with production centres in 
Poland and Spain, the company 
has expanded internationally to 
five continents and the De Antonio 
range now comprises nine models. 

The latest boats in the stable to 
launch include the flagship D50 
Coupé, and the electric E23. The 
E23 – the builder’s first electric 
boat – rolled out in spring 2024 
and has been selected as the 
official electric boat of the 37th 
America’s Cup.

America’s Cup selection
The E23’s deployment at the 
America’s Cup in Barcelona, 
which kicked off in August 2024, 
marks a significant milestone in 
the company’s history, propelling 
it onto the world stage at one of 
sailing’s most talked about events. 

Chmielewski says: “The partnership 
with the America’s Cup came 
about through a mutual interest 
in sustainability and innovation 

in the maritime industry. It is a 
privilege to be able to support the 
organisation and contribute, with 
our boats, to the most sustainable 
edition in the event’s history.”

The E23 will be used as support 
vessel during the America’s Cup. 
Tasks include the assistance of 
the new autonomous electric 
racecourse marks throughout  
the competition.

Grant Dalton, CEO of the America’s 
Cup Event, says the selection of 
an official electric boat helps the 
effort to reduce the fossil fuel 
carbon emissions of the event 
alongside other measures such as 
the introduction of the hydrogen 
powered chase boats.

Dalton says: “Since the last 
America’s Cup, we have been 
acutely aware of doing what  
we can to replace fossil fuel 
guzzling vessels where we 
can. Obviously, we are not yet 
at a stage where they can be 
completely eliminated, but where 
we can – we will. And this is why 
we have chosen to partner with 
De Antonio Yachts and its E23  
as electric support vessels.”

Reflecting on the brand’s first 
foray into the electric boat 
world, Chmielewski adds: “The 
E23 offers great features at 
a very competitive price. The 
design and testing process for 
the E23 took approximately two 
years. This process included 
conceptual design, prototyping, 
rigorous testing phases both in 
controlled environments and 
real-world conditions and refining 
the final product to meet both 
performance expectations and 
regulatory standards.”

The 7.2m E23 is a catamaran 
design with an integrated foil, 
which provides additional lift by 
reducing drag, increasing speed 
and thus extending its range. It  
is equipped with a fully electric 
drive system by Torqeedo. The 
drive system features a single 
Deep Blue 50 outboard that 
propels the E23 at speeds up  
to 30 knots. The system’s 40kWh 
Deep Blue battery delivers a 
claimed six-hour runtime at 
approximately 6 knots.

The brand now has ambitions 
to develop its electric vessels. 
“We plan to expand the range of 

electric options across different 
sizes of their yachts,” says 
Chmielewski. “The exact timeline 
for these new electric models 
will depend on ongoing research 
and development, but we are 
committed to introducing more 
electric vessels in the near future.”

Poland and Spanish production
De Antonio Yachts has three 
production facilities at present: 
one in Almeria, Spain, to produce 
its D36 Open model for the 
European market and another 
in Augustow, Poland, where it 
started manufacturing the D28 
model in 2019 and later the D42 
Open, D50 Open and D36 models 
for the American and Asian 
markets. A third centre has been 
added recently in Ostroda, Poland, 
which produces the D32 Open and 
the new E23 electric boat.

The E23 has been selected 
as the official electric boat 
of the 37th America’s Cup 
and will be used to assist 

the autonomous racecourse 
marks in the competition.

Words: Chantal Haines
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Forced Induction Air
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Computer aided selection available to ensure the correct heat exchanger  
for your requirements - call the sales team on +44 (0) 121 359 5401

Renowned for performance, quality and durability, genuine Bowman marine 
heat exchangers are UK manufactured and proven globally.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Franchise opportunities launched 
with Freedom Boat Club EMEA

The growing demand for shared boating access is 
increasing in popularity throughout Europe and the 
smooth transition from sole boat ownership to sharing 
a fleet of boats has gained great momentum in the past 
two years. Freedom Boat Club (FBC) franchise manager 
Leontien Moulijn shares her thoughts on questions that a 
Freedom franchise may raise for potential investors.

Why Freedom Boat Club?
Recognised as the oldest and largest boat club 
worldwide in its niche, the popularity of 
Freedom Boat Club continues to grow, with 
a current community of more than 80,000 
enthusiastic members and 370+ superb 
locations. Those who are passionate about 
boating, seeking an enjoyable lifestyle and 
interested in owning a business with great 
potential may well find a Freedom Boat Club 
could be the perfect fit. We are actively seeking 
new owners who share our vision of making the 
boating life more accessible to all. Proof is evident in the 
growing roster of successful franchise owners and locations thanks 
to our globally proven and highly successful business model.

Can you outline the support FBC provides? 
Franchisees benefit from comprehensive support via the 
knowledgeable Freedom corporate team. With a range of 
innovative resources, available to both new and established 
owners alike, we ensure a smooth beginning and continued 
ongoing success. Making it easy to launch, manage and operate 
a club, our proven business-in-a-box approach simplifies the 

entire process, with full support from the corporate team from 
on-boarding to recruitment and far beyond.  Our recurring 
revenue model, minimal franchise investment requirements and 
wholesale boat financing options all add up to deliver success. 

Is there a new franchisee orientation scheme? 
Absolutely, new franchises participate in an intensive, 

multi-day training initiative that is designed to 
fully introduce all the FBC programs, systems 

and protocols. Franchisees train under the 
guidance of corporate experts in sales, 
marketing, operations and technology 
with an array of topics covered including 
membership sales, fleet and dock operations, 
management training and safety procedures

What can members expect from a 
Freedom Boat Club?

Freedom Boat Club members enjoy 
access to a wide variety of boat types in the 

local fleet, selected by the franchisee, according to 
regional boating preferences and water conditions. All 
new members receive free initial and ongoing training 
by captains from the Freedom Boat Club’s proprietary 
classroom and 1:1 curriculum. Full maintenance, cleaning, 
repair and storage is handled by each club, along with 
registration and insurance for the boats. Members enjoy 
four rolling advance reservations, which can be made via 
the mobile app or online reservation system plus they 
can take out a boat at any other Freedom Boat Club 
location through the well-established reciprocal program.

Are you passionate about boating 
and always wanted to be your own boss? 

Then a Freedom franchise could certainly be the 
perfect fit. Please send your application to:

www.freedomboatclubfranchise.com

We look forward to hearing from you.
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